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What is ‘social farming’?

• “Society” 

 People in general thought of as living together in organized communities with 
shared laws, traditions, and values

 Small group: relationship

 Weness

Social 

Farming

Social
Farming

• Agriculture : the science or occupation of farming

• Farming : the job or business of running a farm

• Social farming

 Activities that we do farm work together with whom?

 Activities using agricultural resources to generate social services in rural 
areas (Iacovo & O’Connor, 2009)

출처: 민경국(2013). ‘사회적’이란 용어의 문제점.



What is ‘social farming’?
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What is ‘social farming’?

Natural
Environment

Psychological recovery

Reducing stress
Nature-physical 

activities
Meaningful 
activities

New technique
Achievement 
Responsibility 
confidence

Social connection

Being a member
Social network

Social integraiton
Belonging

Social
Farming

Source: Social Farming Ireland(2018:6) (Kim, 2020).
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When did it begin?

출처: Soial Farming Ireland(2018:6)(Kim, 2020)

[14th]
Sanatorium, psychiatric 
hospital, etc.

The late 1800s 1930s 1940s 1960s

1970s1980s1990s2000s

[German]
Farmer group as 
social shelter

[Belgium]
Farm in psychiatric 
centers

[German]
Veteran farms

[German]
The period of 
decline(declining food 
price)

[Italy]
The closure of mental hospitals
The Beginning of Social 
cooperatives

[Netherlands]
Care farms based on therapy 
industry

[German]
Social farm as 
sheltered workshops

[UK, Norway, Finland, 
Slovenia]
Developing social 
farming system

Generalization of the 
concept ‘social farming’



When did it begin?

Italy

• Social cooperatives : type A, type B

Type A : social cooperatives offering care-centered service after making a contract with 
public organizations

Type B : labor-integrated social cooperatives offering vocational rehabilitation, 
education

1978

Psychiatric reform

1979

Social farming from Florence

2004

Using the term ‘social farming’

2015. 8.

‘social farming laws(national)’

2016

2,000 farms



When did it begin?

Italy

• social cooperatives laws(1991)

• From the mid-2000s, local governments’ legislation for social farming → national 
laws(2015)

출처: 김정섭 외(2022). 사이통신.

• Social farming laws

1) Social farm : agriculture income should be over 30% of total incomes

2) Offering services empowering the socially disadvantaged



사회적 농업의 역사

Netherlands

• Care farm recognized as a care organization

• Care receiver : financially supported in national health and welfare service system

• Care farming : activities offering therapy and care with farming and natural resources

• Family-running farms, adult daycare center-running farms

1970s

Apperance of 
care farms

1998

The National support centre
agriculture and care
75 care farms

2009

839 care farms

2010

Carefarm association

2020

About 1,400 care farms



사회적 농업의 역사

Japan

• The early 20th : gardening for the disabled of psychiatric hospitals

• The early 1990s : development of a variety of gardening after the collapse of the 
bubble economy and the Great Hanshin Earthquake

• Farming’s welfare power : contributing to rehabilitation, health improvement, regional 
activation

2006

Act on Support for
Independence of Persons
with Disabilities
(agriculture-the disable’s 
job)

2007

Agricultural corporations’ hiring the 
disabled
‘the 21st new farm government 
2008(hiring the disadvantaged in 
agricultural part)

2010

‘food·agriculture·rural plan
(agricultural, mountain and
fishing villages as a place 
for education, medical 
service, care)

2013

‘agriculture-to-welfare project

The late 2000s

Farming’ welfare power
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What is social farming in Korea?

출처: Soial Farming Ireland(2018:6 )(김정섭, 2020; 재인용)

2017 2018

2019202020212022

Appearance of 
social farming

• Mar project for expanding social farming

• May social farming alliance

• Pilot project

• 2nd social farming support 

project(social farms & a 

hub of farms)

• Jeonbuk ordinance for 

promoting and supporting 

social farming (Nov.)

• 3rd social farming support 

project

• 4th social farming support 

project(105 social farms, 7 

hubs of farms)

• Social farming ordinance(8 

local governments)

• 1st social farming support 

project(social farms)



What is social farming in Korea?

Social farms

• Social farm provide the socially disadvantaged with social service including education, 
care, job

• A variety of the disadvantaged receive farming-related activities and service (the 
disabled, elderly, children, young people, immigrated women of multicultural families, 
etc.)



What is social farming in Korea?

Local service community

• From 2022, 22 communities

• Total social and economic service for rural people(the 
disadvantaged) through cooperation among various service 
providers

• Coordinator : finding the disadvantaged and their needs, 
connecting with service providers, and managing them

• Coordinator, rural people, socioeconomic service 
providers(person, organization, etc)

Health & 
medical

• Helping move to hospitals
• Social farming program
• Health class
• Connecting to welfare organization

Living 
welfare

• Helping move to a hair salon, hair
care service to home

• Washing, meal delivery, grocery 
shopping, maid service

• Visiting ambulatory bathing service
• Providing meals, companion to talk 

with, etc.

Education
& culture

• Lifelong education
• Infants and young children care & 

education
• Culture clubs, performances, book 

rental service, etc.

Settlement 
conditions

• Water and sewage, home appliances 
repair

• Wallpapering, stair railing installation, 
replacement of the floorboard

• Security patrol, creating a walkway, 
etc.

Economic 
activities

• Connecting to public employment, 
consulting business and employment

• Social farming vocational training, etc.



What is social farming in Korea?

A community-unity social farms

• From 2023, a new type of social farming

• Cooperation among several social farms in a 
community 

• Providing care, education, job service to a variety of 
the disadvantaged

• Wanju socioeconomic network : managing and 
supporting several social farms (each social farm 
provide its own program to various)



What is social farming in Korea?

Hub of social farms

• 7 hubs of social farms(2022) 

• Managing and supporting social farms in 7 zones of Korea

• Finding and fostering social farms

• Networking with social farms, government, local governments, social farming-related 

organizations and so on

• Education, research, counseling, promotion, etc.

출처: 사이통신 9호.



What is social farming in Korea?

출처: 사이통신 9호.
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What will we do in the future?

The values of social farming 

• What is ‘farming’?

 Only for food production?

• Why should we focus on ‘social farming’?

 Opportunity of knowing others, being and doing together, feeling a sense of weness

 Promoting social integration through farming with the socially disadvantaged 

출처: 사이통신 9호.



What will we do in the future?

The future of social farming 

• Increasing old people in rural areas

 Increasing their need of living care

 Providing living care in rural areas

• Increasing the socially disadvantaged in Korea

 Rural areas as alternative place for their social service by farming

 We need to have a new perspective on farming and rural areas!

출처: 사이통신 9호.
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