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Iwabuchi and 

Jenkins

What Iwabuchi really meant by “hybridity”?

What Jenkins means by “impurity” and 

“cosmopolitan audiences”?



Our 

questions

Who consumes Hallyu & Japanese pop culture 

in the world?

Why gender divide in pop culture consumptions in J & 

K?

– Is  th is  re la ted to  sexims,  misogyny,  and low fer t i l i ty?

The “frenemy” phenomenon: why do the 

Koreans and the Japanese love each other ’s 

pop culture more than their own?



Who 

consumes?

Cosmopolitan but gender divide

Cosmopolitan but “frenemies”

Postcolonial ethnic/nat ional enemies

Racial enemies

Gender enemies



(2021)





Why gender 

divide?

Lacunae in previous studies of gender in pop 

culture

Sexism in cul tural  industry (Many, many)

Women’s body as commodit ies (Epstein, etc.)

Negotiat ing gender ident i t ies (Lopes, etc.)

Our argument

Gender as cultural  motivat ion toward creat iv ity and 

parodying

– Gendered melanchol ia as a universa l  affect ive prompter

Gendered creat iv i ty and parodying through 

intermedial i ty (or media f ranchis ing)

Gender div ide v ia means of social subversion







Social 

subversion in 

Japan (à la 

Kinsella)

Gender divide in social subversion

Genres and media

– Men: Shōnen manga, fu joshi manga, anime, v ideo 

games, otaku-ism

– Women: Shōjo manga, dōj inshi manga, anime, 

cosplay, female otaku-ism

Ideology and activit ies

– Men: Misogyny esp. af ter the bubble burst  

dissociate f rom women & remain dō te i  fu joshi anime & 

v ideo games  occasional ly misogyny cr imes

– Women: Hatred against Japanese male dominat ion 

“ indigenizat ion of the West” (憧れ)  postponing marr iage 

& pregnancy  manga, anime & cosplay



Social 

subversion in 

Korea (Un-

chartered)

Gender divide in social subversion

Genres and media

– Men: Shōnen manga, webtoon, anime, v ideo games, 

오덕후

– Women: Shōjo manga, anime, cosplay, 여덕

Ideology and activit ies

– Men: Misogyny esp. among 이대남  군대??  변태

anime & v ideo games  f requent misogyny cr imes  오빤

강남스타일 & 오징어 게임

– Women: Hatred against Korean male dominat ion 

glocal izat ion (or locabal izat ion) of Korean feminini ty 

denouncing marr iage & pregnancy  K-pop, K-drama, K-

food, K-beauty creat iv i ty or parodying



From 

subversion to 

gender war?

Misogyny in Japan and Korea

The status of male domination ca. 2023

Gender crimes

High female suicides and low fertility in J & K

A social  meaning of female suicides among young 

women

A social  meaning of low fert i l i ty







Con-

sequence

Female bondage (and male al ienat ion?)

Globa l  fandom communi t y  bu i l d ing  among fema le  and  LGBTQ+ fans  o f  

J  &  K  pop cu l t u re

Vis i t ing and migrat ing into Japan and Korea

The  wo r ld ’s  mos t  fema le- f r iend l y  &  fema le-sa fe  count r ies

V is i t i ng  and  m ig r a t i ng  as  “ l i v i ng ”  and  “ ac t i ng ”  Ha l l yu  and  J - pop  cu l t u re

Social  capita l

F e m a le  f a ns  a r e  m y  f am i l y !

W e f e e l  s a f e  t o  b e  c l o s e  a n d  f e e l  g l o b a l i ze d  a n d  l i b e r a t ed !

W e a l s o  r e a l i ze  j u s t i ce  a n d  f a i rne ss  f o r  t h e  wo r l d  t o g e the r  ( a k a  “ r a d i c a l  

em pa thy ” ) !

Cultural  capita l

L e a r n ing  a n d  s p e a k in g  t h e  l a n g u a g e

O b ta in i ng  u n i ve r s i t y  a n d  p o s tg ra du a te  d e g re es

The world’s lowest  fert i l i ty



Final 

thoughts

Franemy and gender divide

More gender than class, race, ethnicity, or 

postcoloniality

Is fertil ity related to gender-divide in pop 

culture creativity and parodying?


